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Abstract : In recent years,there are two contradictory assessments around Chinese women’s political status. In the domestic evaluation sys-
tem, Chinese women’s political status keeps growing,while in the global evaluation system, it declines. How to understand the inconsistent
results? Based on women’s representation theory,the analysis of this paper found:in terms of women’s descriptive representation, although
China’s legal system provides institutional guarantee for women’s political participation,the growth rate of female representative proportion
is still not satisfactory compared with international levels. And in terms of women’s substantive representation, “female representatives” are
not the only ones who can take action to advance women’s political status. In fact,since the founding of PRC, China has developed multiple
women’s represeniaiives( including various government agencies, social organizations, and individual citizens of both sexes, ete. ), formed
muliiple action mechanisms( such as policy ouiput mechanism, statistical monitoring mechanism, demand response mechanism) , constantly

turning the policy-making concept, design and evaluation method all towards serving women’s needs and pursuing gender equity. Therefore ,
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the evaluation of women’s political status needs a more open and inclusive perspective,that is,the “dual dimension” of descriptive repre-

sentation and substantive representation. In addition to the internationally accepted indicators of descriptive representation,the comprehen-

sive thinking and evaluation should also integrate the elements of substantive representation,both of which are indispensable.
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