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Government Efficiency: The Big Problem in
China’s Public Management

Gao Xiang

[Abstract] Efficiency refers to the optimization of allocating scarce resources. Government
efficiency is the most critical issue since the establishment of Public Administration, and it becomes
even more critical in contemporary China. In China, the urbanization process indicates that the gov-
ernment should take more responsibility, but the call for sustainable development and an ageing so-
ciety means the government have minimal resources to accomplish the goals. Based on the role of
government in the modern state, there are three different types of government efficiency, including
the efficiency in resource allocation, the efficiency of public service delivery, and organizational effi-
ciency. For students of Public Management, there are three major subjects in studying government
efficiency: the central-local relationship, the local taxation system, and the relationship between
Weberian-bureaucratic organization and the task-based governance mechanism.
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