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The Significance and General Requirements of Improving People’s Live-

lihood and Providing Social Welfare Assistance in Contemporary China
Guan Xinping

Abstract: According to the Central Committee of the Chinese Communist Party’ s requirement of “inclusive pro-
grams that help improve livelihood and provide social welfare assistance”, this paper focuses on the meanings, signifi-
cances and main tasks of these policies. The policies to improve livelihood and provide social welfare assistance are de-
signed as the eventual safeguard in the social security system and are aimed at providing the final livelihood security for
the people who cannot obtain basic subsistence from other means. Currently, the programs that help improve livelihood
and provide social welfare assistance throughout the social security system are mainly those social assistance and the so-
cial welfare services for children and the disabled. Therefore, this paper analyzes five basic features of these social secu-
rity policies, the main components and shortcomings of these programs, and finally provides eight policy recommenda-
tions to reinforce the programs that help improve livelihood and provide social welfare assistance.

Keywords: Provision of Basic Social Welfare Assistance; Relative Poverty; Social Assistance
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