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Patterns and Determinates of Premarital Pregnancy in China

Li Ding Tian Siyu

Abstract: The rising incidence of premarital pregnancy is largely an indication of the rapid change
of the attitudes and practices about sex and marriage in China. Pregnancies ended with abortion also
imply new threats to women’ s health and development. Based on discussing the data bias and theo-
retical shortages in past research we propose new frames to measure and analyze this problem. U-
sing data from the 2013 National Floating Population Dynamic Monitoring Survey we examine age peri—
od and cohort trends in premarital pregnancy and test hypotheses about the effect of migration. R-
sults show that younger cohorts have higher incidence of premarital pregnancy promoted by migration
especially for the rural migrants and those with lower education. We suggest to collect more data on
premarital sex behavior and pregnancy and to offer family planning services for the youth and adults
who have not yet married.
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A Diagram Illustrating How Migration Influences Premarital Pregnancy
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Table 1  Sample Description and Percentages of Premarital Pregnancy among Different Sub-groups
(%) (
(%) () (%) (%)
23.4 39399 25.0 36988 38.1 85.5
19.5 5316 16.0 7653 22.7 14.5
21.9 11216 28.5 3680 31.8 16.7
24.0 25805 27.9 21927 40.1 53.4
23.5 4674 20.1 7608 35.3 13.7
24.8 1474 20.6 4297 36.3 6.5
14.3 1069 13.8 4664 24.4 6.4
11.6 437 8.9 2309 14.1 3.1
6.6 40 4.9 156 5.9 0.2
60 ~69 20.7 9128 24.6 896 25.6 11.2
70 ~79 20.4 21542 28.1 7954 29.0 33.0
80 ~ 89 28.3 13209 29.6 24339 37.7 42.0
90 33.7 836 7.5 11452 43.8 13.8
15.8 4614 14.2 3729 22.9 9.3
13.5 3574 10.3 2892 17.8 7.2
23.0 12177 23.8 12795 32.9 27.9
27.7 11032 27.3 13071 41.5 27.0
22.6 8019 22.9 8088 36.8 18.0
14.5 5299 12.1 4066 22.5 10.5
23.1 30512 23.8 32656 35.9 70.7
22.8 14203 22.9 11985 34.7 29.3
0.0 1751 0.0 20067 0.0 24.4
20 37.4 6200 62.3 2355 62.3 9.6
20 ~24 25.0 23549 45.1 11281 45.1 39.0
25 ~30 15.3 11769 29.0 9548 29.0 23.9
30° 7.0 1446 23.0 1390 23.0 3.2
23.0 44715 23.6 44641 35.5 100.0
12013 ¢ 7 o
3
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Figure 2 Fertility Rate of First Birth by Age: Premarital and Post-marital Pregnancy
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Figure 3 The Proportion of Premarital Pregnancy in First Birth: The Influence of
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Figure 4 The Proportion of Premarital Pregnancy in First Birth:
Cohort Differences Controlling for Age at Birth
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Figure 5 Fertility Rate of First Birth: Effects of Before-Marriage Migration
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Figure 6 The Proportion of Premarital Pregnancy by Age
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Figure 7 Total Premarital Pregnancy Rates during 19902012 All and Married Women
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Figure 8 Cumulative Incidence of Premarital Pregnancy: The Effects of Before-Marriage Migration
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Table 2 Competing Risk Models for Premarital Pregnancy for Migrant Women of Childbearing Age

1 2 3 4 5
( ) 0.860™* 0.859 0.877 0.943 0.8627
( )
1.078* 1.078* 1.070™ 1.074* 1.051
0.873™ 0.874™* 0. 890 0. 868 1.028
0.952 0.951 0.958 0.95 1.113
0.595™* 0.597 0.649 0.601 ™ 0.842
0.370™* 0.372° 0.420™* 0.379™* 0.517™*
0.299** 0.301 ™ 0.341* 0.309 0.555
( )
0.771™ 0.770™* 0.777* 0.769™ 0.841*
1.441™ 1.438™ 1.418™* 1.440™* 1.405™*
1.646™ 1.6417™ 1.625™ 1.644™ 1.5917*
1.329™* 1.327° 1.314™ 1.327° 1.368™
0.721™ 0.721°* 0.715™* 0.720™ 0.748™
( ) 1.282™ 1.305™* 1.321™
( )
3 1.243™
3~6 1.309
6 1.316™
(25 + )
15 1.607
16 ~20 1.435"*
21 ~25 1.03
25 0.96
* 0.844™ 0.975
* 1.037
* 0.751™
* 0.792*
* 0.641™
* 0.667
* 0.45
* 0.809"
* 1.049
* 1.064
* 0.946
* 0.909
: 89356 17286 55243 16827 (% p<0.05 *xp<0.01 kkp<

0.001.
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