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Rural Old—age Care Practice Difference and Policy Suggestion

GAN Ying

Abstract: At present there are old—age care practice differences in rural families in China. How to
understand this difference is the problem consciousness of this study. According to the field survey of ru—
ral areas in six regions it is found that the difference between the relationship between farmers and the
market is an important variable to explain the differentiation of rural old—age care types. Due to the
difference in social structure and economic level farmers in different regions have different market moti—
vations and market abilities. The former leads to differences in farmers’ choice of employment areas;
The latter leads to differences in farmers’ choice of employment fields. As a result three kinds of family
labor force allocation forms have been formed in China such as local workers strong workers and weak
farmers based on the intergenerational division of labor and weak workers and strong farmers based on
the division of labor between husbands and wives. Old—age care is ingrained in the family and how the
family allocates its work force is a key determinant of old—age care practice The regional allocation of
labor will affect the spatial distribution of labor force thus affecting the daily companionship of the eld—
erly; the labor industrial allocation will affect family economic income and economic accumulation of the
elderly. Three different types of high moderate and low old—age care practices are thus developed in
China as a result of the interaction between farmers and the market. Based on this the perspective of the
relationship between farmers and the market helps to further enrich the understanding of pension phe—
nomenon in China and fully reflects the far—reaching impact of the modernization transformation on
China’ s rural families it also provides theoretical guidance for further policy intervention.
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