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On Ecological Social Policy and the Greening of Welfare States

a New Horizon of Social Security Study
LIU Tao,SUN Li
(School of Public Affiars,Zhejiang University , Hangzhou 310058 , China ; School of Sociology and
Social Policy, University of Leeds,Leeds LS2 9JT,the United Kingdom)

Abstract ; Since the major developed countries entered the post—industrial era,rethinking the nexus between e-
conomic development and the ecological environment of the industrialized society has constituted the primary
source of postmodernism’ s reflection on modernity. It is of practical significance for the contemporary world to
carry on the postmodernist tradition of philosophical reflection to actively explore and think the relationship be-
tween human welfare and the ecological environment theoretically. With a close tie between social policies and
ecological environment of Western countries , the“bridge” between the theory and practice can be built from two
dimensions : first, the social policy and welfare state system originated in the West need to comprehensively
“capture” and respond to the consequences of ecological and natural environment due to environmental changes
as the risks of the ecosystem will be inevitably transformed into the risks of the modern social security system;
second , the traditional welfare states,a major social and political institutional arrangement for human beings to
improve their own well-being and welfare ,need“ ecological reflection”. Because the social security system ar-
rangement of the welfare states is not necessarily“compatible” with the ecological protection goals of modern so-
ciety ,the mass consumption of welfare states neglecting the ecological environment is more likely to aggravate
the burden of ecological world and human society. Therefore ,the welfare states and their social security system
also need an ecological transformation movement to make social goals compatible with ecological goals. Based
on this,a new vision of social security should be opened,and the“ecologicalization” of social policies and the
“greening” of the welfare states should be upheld.

Key words :social policy ; welfare states ;security ; ecological environment ; greening transformation
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