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State Responsibility and the Family Function: The German
Child Care System and Its Implications

Guo Yu' Zhuang Zhongqing” & Li Yuting'
(1. Renmin University of China Beijing; 2. Peking University Beijing)

Abstract: The child care system reflects the division of care between the state and the family and between genders. China and
Germany have similar cultural traditions in child care as they both advocate that the family should take primary responsibility for
child care but there are two different development paths in the institutional arrangements. Germany actively protects the family
care function by establishing a generous subsidy and maternity leave system. By continuously improving public care services Ger—
many has changed from a “male breadwinner” model to a “double — worker” model in the field of child care. China has long re-
garded child care as “internal family affairs” and takes residual state responsibility. In view of this we should actively update the
concept of child welfare and gradually shift the care responsibility to the state — family sharing model by appropriately extending
the maternity leave period and institutional arrangements such as an inclusive public care service system.
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