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improve it. We also suggested that cultural fit is important for the “de-institutionalization” of community
mental rehabilitation in China, and found culture to be functional in community governance.

Key Words Mental Rehabilitation Community; De-institutionalization; Re-institutionalization; Cultural
Fit; Publicity

The System of Differential Coping: A Context-Bounded Rationaly-Based Framework for Analyzing Policy
Implementation in Grassroots Government
....................................................................................... Jianniu Xu & Gaojian Shi
Abstract  After a critical review of the existing research, we propose the concept of “differential
coping” as an analytical framework for policy implementation. In the process of implementation, the
grassroots government is both the agent of the higher-level government and the actor pursuing its own
interests. It will adopt different strategies to cope with higher-level policy pressures through interest
alignment. Our comparative research of the “three blocks” pilot reform case study shows grassroots
governments have different coping characteristics during policy implementation. The comparative
independence of local government interests provides behavior incentives for grassroots governments to
implement higher-level policies strategically, which is the micro-foundation of differential coping.
Decision-making reduction is an operational mode of implementation negotiation that provides space for
the grassroots governments to deal with differential coping in the process of policy translation and
implementation. The internal differentiation of hierarchical organizations and unorganized social
interests provide the organizational conditions for the different coping strategies among grassroots
governments. Strengthening the internal coordination of hierarchical organizations and improving the
organization of social interests are the primary means of improving policy implementation.
Key Words Differential Coping; Interest Alignment; Implementation Pressure; Policy Implementation
Context Bounded Rationality

Fields, Strategies, and Effects in the Local Practice of Ecological Policies: An Empirical Analysis of the
Construction of J Lake National Wetland Park
.......................................................................................... Miao Wu & Ruilian Guo
Abstract  Given the importance of the environment and the particularity of ecological policies,
implementation has attracted greater attention in academic circles. However, most of the existing
research on the implementation of ecological policies is viewed through the framework of “ policy
implementation deviation”. What’s missing is the in-depth discussion of the multifaceted policy
practices and the complex strategies of local governments. This paper constructs an analysis framework
of “ multiple institutional logic-organizational response” based on the perspective of institutional
complexity. This single case study analyzes the construction of “J Lake National Wetland Park” program
through field observation and in-depth interviews. After investigating various qualitative data including
interview materials, government documents, and media reports, this paper leads a pioneering discussion
on the complexity of the local practice of ecological policy. The major findings are as follows:
(1) Ambiguous ecological policies may complicate the organizational field of a local government which
was originally dynamic and inconsistent. (2) Embedded in various patterns of institutional complexity,
a local government will have different understanding and cognition of, and positions on, ecological
policies and therefore may adopt situational strategies. (3) The attachability of ecological policy in local
practice has a complex impact on the policy results. The study’s results further show that national
ecological policies provide opportunities for local development. However, the ambiguity of ecological
policy may also make it difficult to achieve some of, or even the core, policy objectives. This paper
enriches the research on the diversity of local practices of ecological policy, helps to deepen the
understanding of local government behavior, and also provides a reference for the reflection and
reconstruction of ambiguous ecological policies.
Key Words Ecological Policies; Organizational Fields; Multiple Institutional Logics; Local Practices

How to Weigh Family Obligations and State Responsibilities in the Maintenance Accounting of Dibao;

Case Study of Zhejiang Province
.......................................................................................... Ke Fang & Xiang Zhang

Abstract  The maintenance accounting policy for the qualification of Dibao involves a trade-off
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between family obligations and state responsibilities. Based on the case of Zhejiang Province, we
analyzed how accounting policy can balance family obligations and state responsibilities. We found the
maintenance accounting system reform emphasized family obligations. Restricted by the strict accounting
policy, two groups of people, those whose children are not willing to fulfill their maintenance obligations
and those whose children are not actually able to provide support, may encourter the risk of “leakage”.
The grassroots civil affairs department adopted the local maintenance accounting policy and the local
social assistance joint conference mechanism to adjust the process of policy implementation, and strived
to reduce the risk of “leakage”. Based on the case study, it is suggested the principle of “family
obligations first, and state responsibilities as the bottom line” could be adopted to balance family
obligations and state responsibilities, the deduction threshold for maintenance accounting should be
increased appropriately, and discretionary powers on the calculation of maintenance for those with
special difficulties should be granted to local governments. Future research should focus on the
relationship between ensuring basic needs and advocating filial piety as well as perfecting the pension
insurance system or the welfare system for the elderly outside the social assistance system.

Key Words Dibao; Maintenance; Family Obligations; State Responsibilities; Welfare Values

How Could Bargains under Authority Relations Be Possible? Understanding Negotiations Between
Supervising and Subordinate Agencies in Vertical Management Reform
....................................................................................... Yuyi Zhuang & Shuo Liu
Abstract Vertical management reforms profoundly restructure Tiao/Kuai authority relations, and they
adjust interests in intergovernmental negotiations. China recently launched vertical management reforms
of environmental protection organizations. This paper investigates how vertical intergovernmental
bargains proceed by carefully tracing and examining a case of negotiations between a city and the
provincial government for the personnel and salaries of reform-involved officials. The municipal
government respected the provincial’s legitimate authority over it, but the two parties also used the
central governments’ documents to negotiate, thereby respecting the center’s authority. This model of
“Restricted Bargaining under the Authority Relations” has its distinct logics, strategies, and
characteristics. Under given authority relations, the subordinate agency, supervising agency, and reform-
involved officials effectively make use of the bargaining room authorized by the center’s documents and
apply some practical strategies to accomplish the reform.
Key Words  Administrative Institution Reform; Intergovernmental Bargain; Vertical Management;
Environmental Protection

@ THEORETICAL REVIEWS
How Does the State Contribute to Technological Development? A Review of the Role of the State in
Technological Catch-up and Innovation
......................................................................................................... Wanqun Liu
Abstract  This article reveals the common state infrastructure and different state intervention model for
technological catch-up and technological innovation. First, the state infrastructure necessary for
technological development includes state capacity and state autonomy. The former requires an effective
state agency responsible for technology, effective policies based on information and knowledge, and
good state-business relationships. The latter refers to strong development willingness, political support,
and maintaining state autonomy while overcoming politicized resistance from the bureaucracy and interest
groups. Second, the form of the state intervention model should change as the nation passes through the
different stages of technology imitation and innovation. This paper discusses how the state can promote
technological development, not in opposition to the market, but through a stronger state infrastructure
and a more appropriate intervention model to accommodate and enhance the market. This paper also
provides policy enlightenments for latecomers interested in technological development. Strong state will
is an important guarantee for latecomers to promote technological development, so they can overcome
pressure from home and abroad, and continuously promote state capacity building. The state must also
adjust its role and intervention model in time to adapt to the complexities that will arise as the nation
passes through the technological catch-up stage to the innovation stage.
Key Words Technology Catch-up; Technology Innovation; State Capacity; Intervention Model; Political
Economy
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