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Response to Major Public Health Emergencies and Moderniza—
tion of Social Security Governance—A Summary of the Views of
""Seminar on Social Security and Fight against COVID-19"

Policy Research Group of China Association of Social Security

Abstract: The infection prevention and control of the novel coronavirus disease (COVID-19) provide an opportunity
to reconsider how social security can perform its function and improve itself amid major public health emergencies.
Recently, the China Association of Social Security organized a seminar on "Social Security and the Fight against
COVID-19", with the theme of epidemic control and the improvement of social security systems. Participants of the
seminar hold that social security, as an integral part of China's system for governance, has played an important and
positive role in protecting people's livelihoods, maintaining social stability, and facilitating economic recovery amid
the outbreak of COVID-19. Yet problems relevant to the inadequate social security system also emerged, such as
overlapping policies, insufficient attention to disadvantaged and special groups in some areas, disordered and
disorganized charity, and negative after effects of some expedient emergency measures. In this regard, the participants
put forward policy proposals to deepen social security reform and improve the schemes of social insurance, public
health and health insurance, social assistance, social welfare services and charity.
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