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@ SYMPOSIUM: COVID - 19 and Public Governance
Introduction: The “COVID —19” Challenge in Academic Research of Public Management

Building and Upgrading State Surveillance Capability: Reflections against the Background of
Public Health Crisis

.............................................................................. Fenglin Guo & Xin Gu
Abstract Surveillance capability is an important part of state capacity as well as a core
part of the public governance system. It manifests as the monitoring and controlling
capabilities of the state over society enabling the government to be in command of
societal situations that affect public policy decisions and implementation. The global
pandemic of COVID - 19 pneumonia in 2020 challenged state capacities across countries.
The building and upgrading of state surveillance capabilities are crucial to enforcement
and performance of emergency measures. To some extent the differentiated performance
in enforcing public interventions resulted from the differences in state surveillance
capacities over society. The moral political and social issues raisedby state surveillance
capabilities are far from resolved. Exploring improved governance systems and upgrading
governance capability can helpbolster the positive effects of technological improvements. In
particular an understanding of applications used in emergency management duringa public
health crisis is still a field to be urgently developed in public management scholarship.
Key Words Public Health Crisis; State Capacity; Surveillance Capability; Technological

Empowerment; State — Society Relations

How to Coordinate Welfare Regime and Emergency Management System? —Institutional
Connectivity in the Transboundary Crisis of COVID - 19
..................................................................... Binrui Zheng & Keqing Han
Abstract There are three different perspectives on emergency governance research:
risk management crisis management and emergency management. The COVID - 19
pandemic is a risk a crisis and an emergency. These three perspectives focus on
different factors such as uncertainty process or the event itself. Their goalscan be to
source control build up an early warning mechanism or manage the situation respectively.

However the COVID - 19 epidemic is a transboundary crisis across political
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